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Purpose:To discussradiation safetyissuesthatmayarisein theeventof deathof
patientswho havereceivedradiopharmaceutical therapyor a radioactive implant and to
educateclinical medical physicistsin specific proceduresperformedby pathology
personnel,morguepersonnel,funeral directorsandcrematoryworkersthat present
radiationsafetyrisksto thoseworkers. Also to provideguidance on lessonslearned by
theauthorin communicatingappropriate radiationsafety proceduresto funeral
professionalsandworking with state agenciesthatregulate funeral homesand
crematories.

Method and Materials: Theauthorresearchedpathology, embalming,andcremation
proceduresandfacilities andspentconsiderabletime on-sitein such facilities to gainan
understandingof thespecificriskspresented to personnelandsafety precautionsthatare
currently used(or not used).

Results: Theauthorpreparedinstructionsto beprovidedto personnelin theeventof the
deathof radiopharmaceutical therapy or radioactive implantpatientto complywith state
andfederalradiationcontrolregulationsandensurepersonnelsafety. Theauthor also
providededucation to local funeral directorsandspokeon this subject at a statefuneral
directorsconference.

Conclusions: It is not a matter of “ if ” but rather“when” a clinical medicalphysicistat a
facility performing radiopharmaceutical therapyor radioactiveimplantprocedureswill
receivea call regarding radiationsafety proceduresfor a deceasedpatient. It is preferable
to bepreparedwith specific instructionsandestablisha relationshipwith your pathology
laboratory,morgue,and local funeralprofessionals in advancethanto flounderwhenthe
eventoccurs.


