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Purpose: Radiation dosimetryinformation from fluoro-guidedprocedures
wasmonitored timely for patientsafetyandfor training of residents.

Methods: Fluoro-guidedprocedureswereregularlyconductedin our
hospital-basedradiologycorearea(R/F roomsfor GI, BE and other
procedures),operating rooms,radiologyspecial procedure suites,cardiac
catheterization labs,andout-patientclinics (ambulatory surgery,
orthopedics,pain management,urodynomics,etc). Qualitycontrol and
patientdosimetyprogramsweremanagedby medical physicists.

Results: Records on fluoro times/techniquesfor all procedureswere
reviewedon daily basis,andresults discussedwith respective
attendings/residentswho performedtheprocedure.Analysisof accrueddata
showedthatall residents,aftera learningperiod, were able to completea
general procedurein lessthan5 minutesfluoro time. Interventional
procedures werefoundto havesomepatientexposuresat high radiation
doses.

Conclusions: Vigilant monitoring andclosely interacting with practicing
physiciansand technologistswereessentialin helpingto improvea
physician'stechniquetowardreducingfluoro timesnecessary. Additional
attention waswarrantedto patient exposure in interventional procedures
sincesomehigh doseswerefound.


