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Purpose:
Althoughwell known for its work in dosimetry, the IAEA requiresexperts in medical radiation physicsto assistwith projects in developing
countries suchascommissioning radiotherapymachinesandtreatment planningsystems.Consultants areusedalsoto draft documentsand
provide adviceon divergenttopics suchas quality assurancefor IMRT and PET-CT, and a methodologyfor comprehensiveauditing in
radiotherapy.

Methodand Materi als:
Throughits publications,the IAEA’s attention in developing countriesis focused on redressingthe dual gapsin accessto basic technology
usingradiation medicine and in advancedtechnologythatattemptsto increase thefraction of patients treated with curative intent.

Results:
DMRP hasproducedinformation of relevanceto thepractice of medicalphysicsin any centre of limitedresourcesirrespective of geographic
location.In educatingmedicalphysicists,thehandbookfor teachersandstudentsin Radiation OncologyPhysicshas beensupplementedby a
β-versionof a set of 2,500slides to assist in self-directedstudies,recently postedon the DMRP web site for commentsand feedback.A
syllabusfor medicalphysicsin diagnostic radiology hasbeenpreparedandco-authorsare being recruitedto write individual chapters. TRS-
430 on QA for treatmentplanning systemshasbeensupplementedby two additional documentson typeteststo bedoneby thesupplier,and
acceptanceand commissioning teststo be doneon-site. A methodologyfor comprehensive auditing of radiotherapycentres and a more
specific document on physics auditing in radiotherapy have been prepared.A new document describing a basic radiotherapy facility
includingits humanresourcescomponenthascompletedtechnical editing.

Conclusion:
New projects and up-coming opportunities, and the processto becomean IAEA consultantwill be describedin the hope that AAPM
memberswill be encouraged to offer their servicesto strengthenthepractice of medicalphysics internationally.


