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Purpose: In 2004,ASTRO publisheda curriculum
for physics education.Thedocument described a
54-hourcourse.In 2006,the committee
reconvenedto updatethecurriculum.
Method and Materials: The committeeis
composedof physicistsandphysiciansfrom
various residencyprogramteaching institutions.
Simultaneously,members have associationswith
the AAPM, ASTRO,ARRO,ABR, andtheACR.
Representativesfrom the latter two organizations
are key to provide feedback betweenthe
examiningorganizationsandASTRO. The
subjectsare basedon ACGME requirements
(particles, hyperthermia), while themajorityof the
subjectsand appropriatedhours/subjectwas
developedby consensus.
Results:Thenewcurriculum is 55 hours
containingnewsubjects, redistributionof subjects
with updates,andreorganization of core topics.
For each subject learningobjectivesare provided
andfor each lecturehour, a detailedoutlineof
material to becovered.Somechangesinclude:a
decrease in basicradiological physics; addition of
informatics asa subject, increasein IMRT; and
migrationof somebrachytherapy hoursto
radiopharmaceuticals. Thenewcurriculum wasby
the ASTRO boardin late2006.It is hoped
physicistswill adoptthecurriculum for structuring
their didactic teachingprogram,and
simultaneouslytheABR for its written exam.The
ACR usestheASTRO curriculum for their training
examtopics.In additionto thecurriculum, the
committee addedsuggestedreferences, a glossary,
anda condensedversion of lecturesfor a PGY2
residentphysicsorientation.
Conclusion: To ensure continuedcommitmentto
a current andrelevantcurriculum thesubject
matterwill beupdatedagain in two years’time.


