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It seems thateachscientificspecialty hasits own language. Talk to a computerperson
andyou’re not surewhetheryou need to just rebootthesystemor toss it out completely.
Talk to a medicaldoctor andyou’re not sureif you really haveto exercise or if you can
getover it with a pill. So,a physicistandthepublic? Is it no wonderthereis a
communicationgapwhen, asscientists,we even find it hardto communicate with and
understandotherscience-types?

Whataresome basictips we canuse to bebettercommunicators– with otherscientists
andthepublic? Therearetips thatcanbeoffered:

� Using common analogies(e.g. alpha= linebacker,beta= runningback,gamma=
wide receiver)

� Emphasizing thatradiationis beneficial
� Listeningandaskingquestions(e.g. Why do you think that?)
� Using of language thatis not trying to convince, but is insteadto simply inform
� Not getting into physics 101
� Keepingit shortunlessadditional questionsareasked
� Never lying or going“off therecord”
� Being professional
� Using visualswheneverpossible
� Using wholenumbers

A lot, though, falls into experience. This talk will coversomeof thelistedtips andalso
discuss lessonslearned.


