
AbstractID: 9941 Title: Education and Training of Medical Physics in Japan    

 

Educationand Training of Medical Physicsin Japan

Kiyonari Inamura Ph.D.
KansaiUniv. of International Studies,ProfessorEmeritus OsakaUniversity,
President of Asia OceaniaFederationof Organizationsof MedicalPhysics

Japanhasa board certification processalready beenin place.JRS(JapanRadiologicalSociety)hasa committeefor
certification of “Medical Physicist”by herown definition. Such “MedicalPhysicist”does not alwaysmeanclinical
medicalphysicist. Paperexamination by JRSis ratherin high level with wide spectrum. Only two to sevenyearsof
clinical job experiencedependingon examinee’soriginal profession or academichistory is requiredto take the
boardcertification afterthepaperexamination. Content, level andscopeof theclinical experiencearenot required
to bepresentedand examined,but verification by headof theclinical organization is mandatory.Theboard certified
physicistsneedto be re-certified every2 years by submitting propositionwith their list of researchworks during
those2 years.

Thenumberof “medical physicists”is now 383asof 2007.Manyof therecent newmembersareradiological
technologistswho havebeenactuallytakingchargeof medical practicesin hospitals.

Ministry of Education,Culture,Sports,Scienceand Technology starteda programof developmentof professionals
involving medical physicists for cancertherapyin 2007.JRShasbeen trying to fix Medical Physics
Education/Training Guidelinein accordancewith theGovernmentalapproachabove mentioned.AAPM Reports
No.79,No.90and CAMPEPmethodologyare thebasis of this guideline.

On theotherhand, IAEA.RCA project RAS6038“Strengthening medicalphysicsthrougheducationandtraining”
which started6 yearsagois now really in intensiveactivity. If we could discussthewayof implementation of
internationalboardcertif ication process,my unofficial opinion is that IAEA’ s programfor trainingmedical
physicistscould be oneof possiblecandidates,becausetheprogramis aiming at theglobal standardin addition to
flexibility to cope with requirementfromdeveloping countries.


