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Purpose: This is an update on the RemoteReal-time Teaching and Learning (RRTL) proj ect. The purposeof the project is to
conduct real-time lecturesto Medical Physicsstudentsover the Intern et.

Method and Materials: Since2002 there hasbeenongoing collaboration betweenthe University of Toronto and the University
of Malaya, with lecturers in Toronto conducting lecturesfor Medical Physicsstudentsin Malaysia over the Internet. Another
project hasstarted this year betweenthe University of Toronto and the University of Wuhan in China. Studentsat the
University of Wuhan view Power Point slidesasthey are presentedby the lecturer in Toronto. They could seea live video
imageof the lecturer, while listening to the live audio feed. Var ious typing and drawing toolsallow the lecturer and the
studentsto interact dir ectly. The lectures could alsobe recorded and viewedat a later date. Guestlecturers aswell as
studentscanbe included from multiple sites.The software platform Microsoft L iveMeeting is usedasthe main tool.

Results:Someiniti al technicaldiffic ulti eshad to be addressed, but the systemhas attained a stable condition to allow the
lectures to be carri edout smoothly. The software platform is already a standard feature at our institut ion sothe costis
mini mal. The project is interesting enough to attract guestlecturerswho havebeengenerousto donate their time for a worthy
course. Studentsfind the experiencevery comparable to a traditional classroomenvironment, and the abilit y to interact
directly with experts in the field highly valuable and rewarding.

Conclusion: Wi th the advent and ubiqui ty of the Internet, remote real-time teaching/learning is an extremely cost-effective
way to deliver quality education, especially to locationswhere the profession is developing rapidly and there is high demand
for training. It should be actively promoted.


