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Report of the American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology

 

I. 2006-2007 Board of Directors 

K. Kian Ang, M.D., Ph.D., F.A.C.R., Chair

Louis B. Harrison, M.D., President

* Patricia J. Eifel, M.D., F.A.C.R., President-elect

Leonard Gunderson, M.D., M.S., Secretary/Treasurer

Prabhakar Tripuraneni, M.D., F.A.C.R., Immediate Past Chair

Anthony L. Zietman, M.D., Education Council Chair

* Minesh P. Mehta, M.B., Ch.B., Education Council Vice-chair 

Albert L. Blumberg, M.D., F.A.C.R., Government Relations Council Chair 

* Maria D. Kelly, M.B., B.Ch., Government Relations Council Vice-chair 

Michael L. Steinberg, M.D., F.A.C.R., Health Policy Council Chair 

Louis Potters, M.D., F.A.C.R., Health Policy Council Vice-chair 

Randall K. Ten Haken, Ph.D., Research Council Chair 

Richard P. Hill, Ph.D., Research Council Vice-chair 

*These officers were installed during our 2006 Annual Meeting in Philadelphia. 
II. Membership

 ASTRO's membership continues to grow. Total ASTRO membership grew from 8,254 in 2005 to 8,718 in 2006. Through March 2007, we have 8,818 members. Total membership includes physicians, physicists, oncology nurses, biologists, radiation therapists and dosimetrists. The increases in membership in 2006 and to date in 2007 come from all member categories including physicians both domestically and internationally, and associate members. ASTRO currently has 94 corporate members, as well.

 

III. Annual Meeting

Our 2006 Annual Meeting in Philadelphia drew more than 11,800, a record and an increase in attendance of over 1,500 attendees from our Annual Meeting in Denver. Total international attendance was 1,301 in Philadelphia. We anticipate continued growth for our meeting in Los Angeles this year as evidenced by a record number of abstracts submitted.  The theme of the meeting is “Treating Cancer Preserving Quality of Life.”

More than 250 companies filled our Exhibit Hall using more than 108,000 net square feet of space in the Philadelphia Convention Center. ASTRO’s Exhibit Hall has grown significantly since its 2000 Annual Meeting in Boston that saw 220 companies occupying 87,400 net square feet of exhibit space.

The 2006 Annual Meeting brought an estimated $34 million in revenue to Philadelphia and was the largest convention to visit the city in 2006, according to the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau. Also last year, ASTRO’s Annual Meeting was selected by Tradeshow Week, a respected weekly industry magazine, as one of the 50 fastest growing tradeshows in the United States and Canada. This was the third time in four years ASTRO received this honor. 

The primary educational commitment of ASTRO continues to be our Annual Scientific Meeting. For the 2006 Annual Meeting, ASTRO received more than 1,600 abstracts. Increases were seen once again in the international community and we are pleased to have such a strong interest from them in the scientific program. 

ASTRO 2006 Abstract Demographics:
	Year
	USA
	Europe
	Canada
	Int'l
	Total

	1999
	689
	222
	79
	186
	1,176

	2000
	682
	201
	86
	195
	1,164

	2001
	785
	272
	87
	188
	1,332

	2002
	785
	229
	72
	151
	1,237

	2003 
	851 


	238  


	101  


	161 


	1,351 

	2004
	807
	203
	94
	179
	1,283

	2005

2006
	969

1,043
	219

222
	93

84
	242

281
	1,523

1,638


The use of innovative learning technologies continues to enhance our scientific presentations. We find that computer-based audiovisual aids, interactive devices and online Web casts increase effectiveness in presentations resulting in greater satisfaction on the part of faculty and participants. The technologies available to us also provide for a more exacting survey process to determine needs assessment, areas of interest and preferred learning mechanisms. 
IV. Major Initiatives

ASTRO redesigned and launched a new Web site in January 2007. The project upgraded several aspects of the site, while improving the look and feel for users. Some of the changes to the site include a newly redesigned Job Placement Center, restructured navigation and topic areas to allow access with fewer clicks to sections and improved search functionality. More updates are expected through the end of 2007.

As part of the Web site redesign and after months of hard work developing the ASTRO education portal, the ASTRO School of Radiation Oncology (ASRO) site is now live. The online CME and SAM courses have a new look and functionality, while delivering the same high quality online educational offerings.  In addition, ASTRO will be offering PODcasts of key presentations and a blog.

In January 2007, ASTRO was the lead organizer of the Multidisciplinary Head and Neck Cancer Symposium, cosponsored with American Society of Clinical Oncology and the American Head and Neck Society. The meeting drew more than 500 attendees to California to hear the latest advances in the management of head and neck cancer. The multidisciplinary focus of the meeting created a dynamic learning experience as participants gathered to hear from leading experts in radiation oncology, medical oncology and surgical oncology.  This meeting will be held every other year alternating with a new ASTRO Multidisciplinary Lung Symposium scheduled for November 2008.

ASTRO also saw success with several other small meetings in 2007. In its fourth year, the 2007 Gastrointestinal Cancers Symposium was held in January, sponsored by ASTRO, the American Society of Clinical Oncology, the American Gastroenterological Association and the Society of Surgical Oncology. The meeting was held in Orlando, Fla.  ASTRO was a co-sponsor with the American Society of Clinical Oncology and the Society of Urologic Oncology for the 2007 Multidisciplinary Prostate Cancer Symposium for the third year in a row. The meeting took place in Orlando, Fla., in February 2007. Both meetings saw increase in attendance.

ASTRO offered the following additional symposium and meetings: 

Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy Symposium

February 9-11, 2007

San Francisco

Attendance: 315

Quality Assurance of Radiation Therapy and the Challenges of Advanced Technologies

February 20-22, 2007

Dallas

Attendance: 346

Spring Refresher Course

March 16-18, 2007

Chicago

Attendance: 301

Image Guided Radiotherapy Symposium

April 20-22, 2007

St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Attendance: 341

For the remainder of 2007, our meetings are as scheduled:

Sept. 7-8

Multidisciplinary Breast Cancer Symposium, San Francisco

Sept. 7-9

Translational Research, San Francisco

Oct. 28-Nov. 1 

ASTRO’s 49th Annual Meeting, Los Angeles

For the Translational Research meeting, ASTRO is pleased that that the Radiation Therapy Oncology Group and the Society of Nuclear Medicine will be collaborating partners.

ASTRO’s award-winning public awareness campaign has already had a successful year in the public eye. We have seen an increase in media coverage and attention with several of our members quoted on national media outlets including radio and TV.  We are working hard to raise the profile of radiation oncology across the board.

ASTRO recently completed a national survey on public awareness, a follow up to the initial survey done in 2003. The survey, conducted by Public Opinion Strategies of Alexandria, Va., randomly interviewed 500 American adults. Of the 500 people surveyed, 39 percent indicated that they or a member of their household had been treated for cancer. The survey found that there was a significant increase, 16 percent, in cancer patients relying on their friends and families to make treatment decisions versus the 7 percent in 2003. 

ASTRO now offers Spanish versions of its popular brochures Radiation Therapy for Breast Cancer and Radiation Therapy for Prostate Cancer, in addition to the Radiation Therapy for Cancer booklet. The new brochures join the growing catalog of patient materials ASTRO has to offer with several of the existing brochures slated for future Spanish translation. Including the translated offerings, ASTRO currently has 17 patient brochures available. Brochures are available free for download off www.rtanswers.org or members can purchase hard copies at a cost of $25 ($30 for nonmembers) for 50 brochures, including shipping. 

The Society has significantly expanded its health policy activities. Excellent relationships have been established with the Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services to educate them on specific issues related to radiation oncology service delivery. We also continue to work with the private insurers so that they understand the importance of radiation therapy. ASTRO worked with the ACR on a new coding guide for 2007.

ASTRO held its fourth annual legislative training and Advocacy Day program in April. During the two-day event in Washington, 110 ASTRO members from 39 states held meetings with 153 members of Congress health staff to promote the Society’s legislative priorities. There were over 80 meetings scheduled with Senate offices. ASTRO members spoke about priorities including increased funding for cancer research, appropriate implementation of pay-for-performance in Medicare reimbursement for physicians and correcting the fundamentally flawed Medicare Physician Fee Schedule. 
ASTRO launched a series of Action Alerts on cancer research funding in the first half of 2007, producing over 300 advocacy messages to Congress calling for increased funding for the National Cancer Institute. Visit ASTRO’s Advocacy website at http://capwiz.com/astro/issues/ to get up-to-the-minute information about legislation ASTRO supports such as the Voluntary Medicare Reporting Program Act, the CARE Act, and more. 

To encourage participation in smaller ASTRO symposia and ASTRO sponsored events and to recognize clinical excellence, ASTRO provides travel grants to members and nonmembers. We expect to award $100,000 in travel grants this year.  In total, ASTRO offers over $800,000 in grants and awards to promote research. ASTRO staff has been working to promote the travel grants that are available for 2007.
ASTRO’s IHE-RO Task Force has worked hard in the past several years to foster seamless connectivity and integration of radiotherapy equipment and the patient health information systems.  During 2006, the IHE-RO Task Force completed an informal Connectathon that allowed vendors to prove their conformance to their Integration Statements, e.g. their statements of inter-connectivity, and the Technical Profile, a description of a real-world connectivity situation which is to be solved by this IHE process.  The 2006 informal Connectathon was highly successful and there will be a formal version of the Connectathon on August 27-31, 2007 as well as a Public Demonstration at ASTRO’s 2007 Annual Meeting.

On March 2-3, 2007, ASTRO convened the first Intersociety Radiation Oncology Summit bringing together leaders from around the globe to examine the current scope of practice, strategies for enhancement and a vision for the future of radiation oncology.  In addition to ASTRO, 18 other participating societies committed their efforts to modify current training and testing programs; develop new training programs, techniques and guidelines; improve reimbursement practices; enhance clinical and leadership skills and advance molecular and radiation biology education.

The Intersociety Summit consisted of formal presentations on issues within the field of radiation oncology, including defining the scope of current practice, shaping Radiation Oncology’s future with respect to the process of care and how the broad medical spectrum views the field.  The presentations stimulated dialogue that led to a number of recommendations pertaining to economics, research, testing, training, technology and the role of the radiation oncologist. 

ASTRO secured inclusion of a radiation therapy measure in the Medicare Physician Quality Reporting Initiative (PQRI) beginning July 1, 2007.  ASTRO hosted a stakeholder call in June to help those in the radiation oncology community be prepared to participate in this program. 

To prepare for the 2008 PRQI program and expanded measures for radiation oncology, ASTRO hosted the AMA's Physician Consortium for Performance Improvement’s Oncology Workgroup to develop quality measures with the American Society of Clinical Oncology.  ASTRO also has worked with American Urology Association through the AMA’s Physician Consortium to develop prostate cancer measures.  

UPCOMING PROJECTS

Census Project

ASTRO’s Research Department is currently assisting Dr. Geoffrey Ibbott with a proposal for an ASTRO Census Report.  The ASTRO Census Report objectives would be to obtain detailed demographic information and data on actual equipment used.  The survey targeted audience would include clinicians boarded in radiation oncology, radiation oncology residents and radiation physicists.  The survey will be developed by ASTRO Headquarters with direction provided by a Task Force of approximately eight (8) clinician and physicist members.  It is estimated that the survey will be conducted every 3-4 years.

Radiation and Cancer Biology Committee (RCBC) Program Directors and Educators Surveys

ASTRO’s Radiation and Cancer Biology Committee (RCBC) implemented a Curriculum and Teaching subcommittee whose formal charge is “To take actions that will enhance the teaching and knowledge of radiation and cancer biology for professionals whose work involves either clinical activities in which radiation is utilized or are performing research in the radiation sciences.”   The first goal of this subcommittee is to determine through a survey the status of teaching in radiation and cancer biology courses in radiation oncology residency programs.  It is thought that the best people to provide first-hand information are the program directors and educators who are charged with the responsibility to insure that the residents in their programs are being provided with a high quality and comprehensive course in radiation and cancer biology.  The surveys will be available, via the ASTRO Website, only to identified program directors and educators.  Results from the surveys will be revealed at the 2007 ASTRO Annual Meeting.

Online Preparedness Training

ASTRO’s Nuclear-Radiologic Response Team is developing online training to help ASTRO members with disaster preparedness.  This training will be offered through ASTRO’s School of Radiation Oncology (ASRO). The initial modules are expected to be launched at the 2007 Annual Meeting.

