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AAPM
Survey of Medical Physics Training Programs

A subcommittee of the Committee on Training of Medical Physicists has under-

taken a survey designed to determine the nature and extent of medical physics

training programs in the United States. The institutions surveyed were with a

few additions the same ones contacted during a previous survey1. We have not

searched extensively to find additional programs except for announcement of the

project at the Summer 1978 business meeting of the AAPM in San Francisco. Our

emphasis has been on gathering more extensive data on established programs, and in

particular to determine which of these are consistent with AAPM guidelines 2 .

Responses from 33 institutions ware eventually obtained. The results are

summarized in three tables. Table 1 lists the institution, program title,

program director and number of trainees. A question was included in order to

estimate the number of full-time equivalent teaching staff associated with each

program. However, due to difficulties in estimating this number, especially

in institutions where large numbers of staff had part-time involvement in the

teaching programs, the responses to this question were not tabulated.

There may be some ambiguity regarding the time required for completion

of the Ph.D. degree. The question asked did not specify whether the response

should indicate time following the M.S. or following the B.S. We have converted

all responses to time required after the B.S. degree where the intent of the

response was obvious. However, students would be well advised to inquire directly

to the program directors for specific information.

Table 2 lists the organization sponsoring each program, the areas

of training at the MS, Ph.D. and postdoctoral levels, the emphasis of the program,

regarding research, service or teaching, and the extent of clinical experience

provided. The abbreviations Rx, Dx, NM and US represent radiotherapy, diagnostic

nuclear medicine and ultrasound physics, respectively.



Table 3 deals with entrance requirements, program duration, tuition and

support. Under Funding Status the following abbreviations apply.

A. All students are fully supported

B. Partial support through training period

C. Full support for part of training period

D. Little or no support available

Under Funding Methods the following abbreviations have been used.

A. Fellowships

B. Teaching Assistantship

C. Research Assistantship

D. Part Time Training-Related Employment

When more than one funding method is used, those listed first are used most

frequently.

Conclusions

The number of training programs has increased from 25 to 33 since the survey

conducted in 1976. The total number of trainees has increased from 198 in the

1976 survey to the present value of 340. The pattern over the last several

years is as follows

Total MS Ph.D. Postdoc-

1973 304

1975 174 81 67 24

1976 198 83 84 33

1978 340 153 134 53

There are 8 programs with 14 or more trainees. These programs contain approximately

55% of the total number of trainees. There are 6 programs limited to postdoctoral

training.
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