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Medicalphysicsservicesin medicine arereimbursedthroughtheCurrentProcedural
Terminology(CPT) Codes published by theAmericanMedicalAssociation in anannual
publication. AlthoughCPTcodesfor medical physicsservicesappearexplicitly in the
radiationoncologyseries of CPTcodes (77XXX), diagnostic radiological physicists may
useseveral of thesecodesto coverpatient specific work theymaybecalled on to
perform. This refreshercoursewill tracetheadventof theCentersfor Medicare and
MedicaidServices(CMS) relative valuesystemfor reimbursement for medicalservices
andexplain in detailhow thecomplex systemoperatesfor currentand newtechnology
codes.Paymentsdiffer in varioussettingssuchashospital, free-standingcenterand
ambulatorysurgicalcenterandthesedifferenceswill betracedfor each siteof service.
Additionally, privatehealthinsurancecarrierarenot requiredto follow the precepts of
theCPTformalismandthesereimbursemententitieswill bedescribedin their
methodologyof reimbursement for theseservices. Finally, ancillarypublicationsthat
impinge on thesereimbursementrules(eg. CorrectCodingInitiative, CCI) will be
referenced.Coding compliance guides suchasthosepublishedby ASTROandACR will
form thebasisfor this economicsrefreshercourse.


