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Digital MammographyQualityControlandAccreditation

Since2003,thenumber of full -field digital mammography (FFDM) unitsin theUnited
Stateshasbeenincreasingby about4% permonth.As of May 1, 2006,therewere1379
full -field digital mammographyunits at 977MQSA-certified facilities in theUnited
States.With thefall 2005announcement thatFFDM increased theeffectivenessof
detectingbreastcancerin womenwith dense breasts (aswell aspremenopausal women
andwomen undertheageof 50), therate of increase for digital unitsis expectedto
increase evenfurther. FFDM systemsaresubjectto theFoodandDrug Administration’s
mammographyregulations,asare analog systems).This presentation will discussthe
stepsmedicalphysicistsmusttake to ensuretheir facilities mayexpeditiouslyaccredit
their FFDM units.In addition, the presentationwill coverpreliminaryQC
recommendationsmade by theACR’s Subcommitteeon Digital Mammographyin
preparation for their upcomingDigital Mammography FFDM Quality Control Manual.


