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Medical imaging is a major method for diagnosis and is an integral
componentof radiation therapyprocedures.The continuing evolution and
advances in technology are expandingthe clinical capabilities but also the
complexity of imaging procedures. The effective and safe util ization of
medical imaging requires a staff with knowledge of the physics and
technology at the point of clinical service;clinical medical physicistsare an
integral part of the imaging team. Medical physicists perform direct
functionssuchasplanning andequipmentselection,equipmentperformance
evaluations, safety and risk management activities, and consultations on
optimizing clinical procedureswith respectto image quality and radiation
exposure.

An expandingrole of medicalphysicistsin the imagingclinical environment
is the close collaborationwith and mentoring of radiology residentsand
fellowsastheypreparefor careersusing highly sophisticatedtechnology and
its applicationsof physicsfor diagnoses.


