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Thefi rst commercial CT system,introducedin 1972undertheleadershipof NobelLaureateSir
Godfrey Hounsfield, wasdesigned asa Head-only scanner.Despite long scantimesand low
imagequality, it revolutionizedMedical diagnostics with it’s ability to “see” theinternal
structuresof thehumanbrain. In just thefew yearsthat followed, there beganthecommercial
releaseof full -body scanners which provided this gift of “sight” for all organs. This dramatic
increase in overallutilit y immediately replacedtheconcept of single-organdevices.For almost
30 years,CT systemshaveremained generalpurposemachinesthatareusedfor a greatvariety
of diagnostic applications. Advancessuch ashigh speed gantries,helicalscanning andmulti-
slicedetectors,havebrought CT to thepoint whereit is now able to producediagnosticCardiac
images.But full -bodyscannersremainlarge,expensive, complex, andcostly to maintain. To
this fact, therehasrecentlyemerged severaldedicatedextremityscannerssuch asfor Head/Neck,
Maxiofacial,ENT, Dental, Spine, Hands/Feet,and Breast. This lecturewill discusstheclinical
advantages, limitations,andtechnologythatthesedevicesbring to themarket. It will also
address thechallengesthat thesedevices present to MedicalPhysics. Join in and learnof the
“Renaissanceto Hounsfield” !


