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More demandsarebeingmadeon Medical Physicistghaneverbefore.Increasingly
sophisticatedechnolay is being introducednto clinical pradice atanaaceleratecace
with little timeto train the paient careteam Conairrently, thereis a calling for higher
guality andsafetyin clinical practie aswell as decreasindgunding as®ciatedwith
technicaltasks.Surveys peformedby the AAPM indicatetha a primaryreason
physicigs attendthe annualmeetingis to acquireinformation to improvetheir job
pefformanceandefficiency. The Professiond Programis struduredto addressthese
concerns

Theissueof quality improvenment,how to define andimprovequality in clinical practice
is thetopic of severapresentaions. The programkicks off with the Professional
Symposiun andanoverview of the manyaspects of our professionthatcontributeto
guality care.In the corepresentatiomf the Symposum, Dr. Michael Rock will disauss
guality careandquality improvemant in healthcare at theinstitutionalandnationallevel.
This puts theeffortsin the professionof medica phydcsinto perspetivein thelarge
guality paradgm.

The ProfessionaProgramcontinues with discusionson technicalperformanceandthe
developnentof performancetandadsfor establishedechnologesfollowed by a
presentatioron how to succesfully integrate newtedinologyinto practice Additional
personnelareoftennesdedto performnew, morecomplexactivities andjustifying the
requiredlevel of staffingto supporttheseprogramss thereviewal. Thenewmember
symposum provides anoverviev of theorganizatioal structureof the AAPM, andhow
to getthemostout of both professionabhndacalemicopportunities. Senior expetsin the
field will alsobeavailable to discus whattheyhavelearnal in ther many yeasin
medicalphysics

Trainingof personneis essentiato quality practice andeducatiorcaries seriots
responsbility for thoseproviding thetraining. For thoseactingas preceptorsthe
expecatonsandliabilities of thisrole will beexplaned.

Despiteour bestefforts, thingsgowrong. Severasesionsfocusonerrorsin practice,
how to identify potentid errors,diminishthe chanceof errorsocaurring and howto
developquality measuresha preventerras. Therole of regulatoryagenciess also
desribedandhowthey participate in accomplishingour commongod of sde, high
guality patientcare.The final sessionaddressea needthathas notbeenadequatly
addessedin our profession Thisis thetopic of writing bid spedficationsfor mgor
equipnentpurchass. Weall dothis, but therearefew guidelineson howto adually put
thesebid specficationstogeher properly.

Thefocus of the Professiond Program is quality in patient care,howto defineit, improve
it, andprecticeit. Thegoalis to providea professionalprogran of useto you persomily
in your professionahndacademic endeavors

Objectiwes:
To understanc@urrent ddfinitions of quality care
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To understandhow professionalefforts contributeto improved quality of care
To providedirectandusefulinformationfor pradicing medicalphyscists



