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BetweenSept.2002and Dec. 2004,829scannersunderwenttheACR CT accreditation
process (178in 2002,396in 2003,and255in 2004).VolumeCTDI values(mean± std.
deviation) were66.7±23.5,57.8±16.6,54.6±13.3,58.4±17.7 (head), 17.2±9.7,15.9±8.6,
14.0±7.0, 15.5±8.4(pediatric abdomen), and18.7±8.0,19.2±8.6, 17.0±7.6,18.4±8.3
(adult abdomen) for 2002, 2003,2004,and2002-2004,respectively. In everycaseexcept
adultabdomenexamsin 2003,boththemeandoseandthestd.dev.fell for each
consecutive year.Similarly, the75thand90th%tile valuesandthepercentageof units
with dosesoverthereference levelsconsistently fell. In 2004,22.4,6.9,and 2.8%of sites
reporteddosesabovereferencelevels,compared to 49.0,15.0,and4.7%in 2002, for
head,pediatric abdomen,andadult abdomenexams, respectively.

In July 2007,thedosereference valuesfor theprogramwill bebasedon VolumeCTDI to
takeinto accounttheeffect of pitch. Thenewdiagnosticreferencelevels will be75 mGy
(head), 20 mGy (pediatric abdomen)and25 mGy (adult abdomen).New to theprogram
wil l bemaximum allowable doses. Sites with dosesabovethesevalueswill not be
eligible for accreditation. Thesevalues will be80 mGy(head),25 mGy (pediatric
abdomen) and30 mGy (adultabdomen).

Educational Objectives:
1. Understandthedose data collectedby theACR CT Accreditation Program
2. Be ableto describethedatatrendsobservedin theinitial threeyearsof theprogram
3. Learnthenewdosereference levels andmaximum allowable doses thattheprogram

will adopt in July2007


