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ACTIVITIES of potential Interest to the AAPM – Fall 2005 – Spring 2006 
I. EDUCATION COUNCIL – Major Initiatives

Educational Meetings 

Systemic Target Radionuclide Therapy (STaRT) Symposium - November 12-13, 2005, in La Jolla, CA
ASTRO held its second Systemic Targeted Radionuclide Therapy Symposium on November 12-13, 2005, in La Jolla, CA.  Designed primarily for the practicing radiation oncologist, radiation oncology trainees, radiation physicists and nuclear medicine physicians, the programs objectives were to:
· Recognize the history of radioimmunotherapy and the broader area of systemic targeted radionuclide therapy. 

· Apply the biological and radiobiological principles of targeted radiopharmaceuticals. 

· Recognize the physics and dosimetric aspects of StaRT. 

· Identify and evaluate the current evidence that led to the approve of I-131 Tositumomab and Y-90 Ibritumomab Tiuxetan. 

· Be familiar with the advanced treatment protocols for mantel cell, other B cell lymphomas, marrow transplant and other areas and types of STaRT in pre-clinical and clinical areas. 

· Be familiar with investigational efforts for systemic targeted radionuclide therapy and radioimmunotherapy of solid tumors. 

· Examine the current regulations of the NRC as they related to the handling of unsealed sources. 

· Learn how to develop and implement related programs into their facility. 

· Assess the current research and future directions of STaRT. 

CME and CAMPEP Credit was available.

Jointly Sponsored 2006 Gastrointestinal Cancers Symposium - San Francisco, CA, January 26-28, 2006
Sponsored by American Society of Clinical Oncology, the American Gastroenterological 

Association, the American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology, and the Society of Surgical Oncology this three-day, multidisciplinary symposium on gastrointestinal cancers will offer educational sessions and abstract presentations focused on a different gastrointestinal disease site, with a day each devoted to esophageal and stomach cancers (Day 1); pancreatic, small bowel and hepatobiliary cancers (Day 2); and colon and rectal cancers (Day 3). General sessions throughout the meeting will focus on prevention, screening, diagnosis; multidisciplinary treatment; translational research; and current controversies in the field. 

IMRT Practicum – February 10-12, 2006
The 2006 Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT) Practicum will be held in Dallas on February 10-12.  The goal of the ASTRO IMRT Practicum is to present a snapshot of the current IMRT planning and delivery technology, discuss issues that confront safe implementation of IMRT, and reflect on the future of IMRT. The faculty of the IMRT Practicum will aid both experienced radiation oncologists and newcomers to the field in understanding the nuances of IMRT and its safe implementation in the clinics. The hands-on session is designed for practicing radiation oncologists to discuss IMRT issues such as imaging and target delineation, quality assurance and its frequency, and achievable accuracy in each major disease site with the IMRT experts.

Jointly Sponsored 2006 Prostate Cancer Symposium - February 24-26, 2006, in San Francisco, CA
This three-day Prostate Cancer Symposium is co-sponsored by ASCO, the American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ASTRO), the Prostate Cancer Foundation, and the Society of Urologic Oncology (SUO). The symposium is designed for individuals with clinical or research interests in the evaluation and management of prostate cancer. The educational program features leading experts in the fields of diagnostic imaging, urology, medical oncology, radiation oncology, biology, and epidemiology, providing a forum for the exchange of ideas among the subspecialists who treat patients with prostate cancer.

ASTRO Spring Refresher Course – Chicago, IL April 
ASTRO’s 11th Annual Spring Refresher course was held in Chicago, April 1-3, 2005. The ASTRO Spring Refresher Program is designed to update practicing radiation oncologists and residents in training by reviewing a specific topic or field.  Topics covered included lymphomas, sarcomas, endometrial cancer, head and neck cancer, genitourinary cancer, gastrointestinal cancer, radiation biology, and IMRT implementations, as well as multimodality image-guided radiation therapy and practical information applicable to RT treatment planning.

ASTRO IGRT/SRT Symposium – Location & Date TBD

With the rapid advances of technology and the introduction of new tools and concepts, image guided radiotherapy and stereotactic radiotherapy are increasingly being introduced into the clinical settings. This area of research is being adopted into the clinics in various forms and many different avenues are available. For the adaptation of IGRT and SRT, the successful clinic needs to review and decide patient and organ motion evaluation and monitoring techniques, immobilization options, optical tracking methods, image registration, image guidance systems, 4D-CT imaging, respiratory gating monitoring and correction methods, etc. With this background knowledge, which is vital for IGRT and SRT, the clinical setting of prostate cancer, lung cancer and other sites will be presented. 
II. RESEARCH COUNCIL – Major Initiatives

Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise – Radiation Oncology (IHE-RO) Task Force

The American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ASTRO) has formed a multi-society Task Force to undertake an initiative to promote the Integration of the Healthcare Enterprise (IHE) – Radiation Oncology (RO), fostering seamless connectivity and integration of radiotherapy equipment and the patient health information systems.   The Task Force includes members from ASTRO, RSNA, the American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM), the American College of Radiology (ACR), National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) and members of the international community.   An integral component to the IHE-RO Task Force is the addition of radiotherapy product manufacturers.  

The IHE-RO technical framework document is nearing completion and is tentatively scheduled to be released for public comment near the first of the year, 2006.  Its completion will allow the IHE-RO initiative to move forward with a connect-a-thon (tentatively planned for August 2006) to test the interoperability between vendor systems, and a public demonstration (tentatively scheduled for November 2006) of those systems that pass the test of interoperability.    

Quality of Cancer Care Task Force

ASTRO’s Task Force on the Quality of Cancer Care is working diligently to identify candidate measures of quality for radiation oncology.  The Task Force has had several meetings with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to identify 2-3 quality measures that are feasible for  implementation into the January 2006 voluntary physician reporting project.

Task Force on the RTB Study Section

Following submission of two jointly sponsored (ASTRO, AAPM and RRS) letters to the NIH, we were invited to meet with Drs. von Eschenbach and Scarpa to discuss our concerns.  A contingent representing ASTRO, AAPM and RRS met with members of the NCI and CSR on September 12, 2005 and outlined the following key points:

Center for Scientific Review (CSR)

· The CSR needs to be held accountable in ensuring per their mission, “that NIH grant applications receive fair, independent, expert, and timely reviews” and that their established and published guidelines are being followed consistently, and across all study sections;

· Integrated study sections is of utmost importance in providing a fair and expert review of applications;

· The RTB has been viewed positively in the past and could be used as a model for others;

· The study of DNA damage, molecular and functional imaging and normal tissue damage are critical areas of research for radiation oncology 

· It is crucial that the CSR honor the PI’s request for their applications to be reviewed by specific study sections and/or have a dialogue with the PI to resolve issues

· The head of the Oncological Sciences IRG should be empowered to:

· Review all titles and abstracts (expand upon this please) and make decisions as to which applications are reviewed by the ONC IRG to help ensure that applications are being appropriately assigned; 

· Should an application be inappropriately assigned, be able to retract the application from another study section;

· The PI should be empowered to:

· request a specific study section for review of their application;

· need a mechanism for dialogue for when the CSR and the PI do not agree on which study section the application should be reviewed

Radiation Sciences is the definition of “Multidisciplinary” Research

· We can now develop unique treatment strategies to increase cancer cure while minimizing the side effects of treatment for patients in ways only dreamed of by previous generations of physicians, scientists and patients. 

· Our understanding of radiation biology, molecular biology, and imaging are allowing us to see and study tumors as never before. 

· This multidisciplinary approach is helping us to better understand molecular processes affected by radiation, improve tumor control, and lessen injury of normal tissue. 

· Research in normal tissue radiation toxicity will also help the Nation to prevent and/or treat possible injury from radiological or nuclear terrorism.

· Multidisciplinary research is natural to the radiation sciences and the RTB has been a reflection of that collaboration.

The result of the meeting was two-fold:  

· The CSR will share with us the titles of the grants with "ionizing radiation" in the title or abstract that did not go to the RTB;

· The CSR will work with a small subgroup of ours to further discuss areas of concern;  we have identified a 3-person team consisting of a radiobiologist (Joann Sweasy from Yale) a radiation physicist (Jim Dempsey from U. Florida) and a clinician-scientist (Dennis Hallahan from Vanderbilt) to work with the designated team at the CSR.

Radiation and Cancer Biology Practice Examination

A subcommittee of the ASTRO Radiation and Cancer Biology Committee is assuming the responsibility for the development, administration, and dissemination of the Radiobiology Practice Examination.  The subcommittee met in conjunction with the ASTRO Annual Meeting to plan and set timelines for the new exam and study guide.  The Exam is an educational tool to guide radiation oncology residents in their studies of radiation and cancer biology and to assist them in preparation for the radiation and cancer biology section of the board certification exam administered by the American Board of Radiology (ABR).  The Subcommittee hopes to have the Exam and Study Guide completed and ready for distribution by April 2006.  

Physics Core Curriculum

The Subcommittee on the physics core curriculum met in conjunction with the ASTRO Annual Meeting to discuss plans for the updated version of the Curriculum published in the Fall of 2004.  The Subcommittee is composed of physicists and physicians from various residency program-based institutions and representatives the American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM), ASTRO, Association of Residents in Radiation Oncology (ARRO), American Board of Radiology (ABR), and the American College of Radiology (ACR).   The Subcommittee plans to have a revised draft in mid-late January.  

Radiation Oncology Physics Residency Training Program Awards

Applications for the RO Physics Residency Training Program Awards will begin in the Late November 2005.  The purpose of these awards is to promote the development of radiation physics residency programs in the United States, leading to more graduates and more qualified professionals entering the workforce.  The $12,000 awards will provide assistance to newly established programs working towards accreditation.  

III. GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COUNCIL – Major Initiatives

Advocacy Day – March 20-21 2006

ASTRO will hold it third annual legislative training and advocacy program on March 20-21, 2006.  Legislative and regulatory updates will be given and guest speakers will include: Charlie Cook, Doug Badger and Billy Tauzin.  Members in attendance will, on day-two of the meeting, visit with their U.S. Senators and Representatives on Capitol Hill to discuss ASTRO’s priority policy issues.  
IV. HEALTHCARE POLICY AND ECONOMICS COUNCIL – Major Initiatives

New Committee on Technology Assessment
In response to a growing need to evaluate new technologies a new Committee is being established.  The Committee will:

· Provide responses to the government and insurers (BC/BS, Wellpoint, etc.) as requested on issues of technology;

· Work directly with the developers of technology (vendors) and the government (FDA, CMS) to do the following:

· serve as a facilitator between key stakeholders (FDA, CMS, Vendors);

· establish a process for how to get researchers collaborating with vendors to appropriately design trials which will answer crucial questions about the technology;

· educate the government about the importance of not holding technology to the same standards as drugs;

