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A. 2008 AAPM meeting 

• Women symposium 
C. Borrás spearheaded the organization of a symposium focusing on 50 years of Women 
in Medical Physics that occurred on Wednesday, 4:00-3:00 pm jointly with the History 
Committee. AIP has put out an announcement of it. The idea of a possible follow-up that 
would provide a series of scientific review articles of the impact of women per decades in 
the 2009 Medical Physics Journals has been very well received and is in work.  
 

• Recognitions 
P. Guèye and J. Ogburn have issued certificates for recognizing Nnenna Onumah (an 
African-American woman) as the first graduate student to obtain a PhD in Medical 
Physics from the first graduate Medical Physics program at a minority school (Hampton 
University) and Dr. Cynthia Keppel, the director of the program. 
 
B. Overview 
The following are some of the activities completed or ongoing: 
� Organization of medical physics sessions at two national meetings: National Society 

of Black Physicists (NSBP, 4 sessions) and American Physical Society (APS, 3 
sessions); 

� Awarded six summer fellowships to minority students from an original pool of 15 
students; 

� Have two members appointed as liaison for a newly created AIP Committee on Under-
Represented Minorities: Paul Guèye (AAPM) and Dave Ernst (NSHP). 

� Provide 1-year free access of medical Physics Journal to Minority Schools plus 
reduced rate as follow-up. Similar to what the American Physical Society/American 
Institute of Physics have launched since February 2008. 

� Renewed effort on statistical data for minorities in Medial Physics; 
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• 2008 NSBP meeting 

The joint 2008 National Society of Black Physicists/National Society of Hispanic 
Physicists (NSBP/NSHP) meeting was held in Washington, DC on February 20-24, 2008. 
There was about 40-50 attendees. A sign-up sheet was located at the back of the room 
throughout all sessions for students interested in applying to the summer program. About 
10 names were written at the end of the sessions that were contacted when the WMRSC 
summer application opened. 
 

• 2008 APS meeting 
Four Medical Physics sessions were scheduled during the annual American Physical 
Society March meeting, held in New Orleans, LA on March 10-14, 2008. The invited 
speakers consisted of: Jeff Williamson (VCU), William Hendee (MCW), Eric Hall 
(Columbia), Richard Britten (EVMS), Jim McDonough (UPenn), Stan Majewski (JLab), 
Robert Gould (UCSF), Nick Detorie (Radiation Management Associates), Zuofeng Li 
(UFL), and Donald Umstadter (UNL). This year (2008) is a historic event in that APS has 
for the first time ever recognized that it was important enough to add this field in its 
abstracts' sorting categories. 
 

• Summer undergraduate program 
A formal application process was developed by S. Avery and J. Ogburn for students and 
mentors applications to the Minority Undergraduate Summer Experience (MUSE). The 
application was made available on the AAPM website as well as the NSBP website. A 
master email to all physics department chairs and NSBP/NSHP members was done by D. 
Ernst. 
 

• Elizabeth City State Medical Physics program 
An undergraduate medical physics program is being developed at Elizabeth State 
University (ECSU). The program will be implemented as a possible concentration for 
students in the Physics and Chemistry Department. The program is set to start either in 
the Fall 2008 or Spring 2009. 
 
As part of this curriculum, a new web-based tool using the Geant4 Monte Carlo 
simulation toolkit will be implemented at this institution to provide students with basic 
skills in understanding the interaction of particles with matter and shielding issues. This 
work will be done in collaboration with the Stanford Linear Accelerator (SLAC) Geant4 
team. 
 

• Texas Southern University/MD Anderson Cancer Center joint program 
Dr. Elena Stefanova, an assistant professor at Texas Southern University (TSU), initiated  
and facilitated the creation of a Professional Bachelor program in Honor Health Physics 
with an emphasis on Environmental Health Physics and a pre-Medical Physics track at 
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TSU. Dr. Mark Harvey, former visiting assistant professor of physics at TSU and current 
MDACC research fellow in radiation (medical) physics, helped to facilitate meetings 
between TSU and M. D. Anderson Cancer Center (MDACC) regarding an educational 
collaboration where interested, upper level TSU students in the health physics program 
can attend classes at MDACC.  Of note is that a recent meeting (May 2008) occurred 
between TSU and MDACC.  The meeting was attended by the TSU department of 
physics chairman, Dr. Carlos Handy, the Assistant Dean for Outreach & Minority Affairs 
at the University of Texas, Dr. Thomas Goka, the radiation physics department director, 
Dr. George Starkschall, Dr. Stefanova, and Dr.  Harvey.  The discussions included 1) 
student application to the MDACC medical physics program in the University of Texas 
graduate school and 2) faculty development.  The impetus is to establish a program where 
both TSU students and faculty will attend classes at MDACC and also carry out summer 
research projects with MDACC faculty. 
 

• UPenn-HU DoD program 
S. Avery (UPenn) submitted a proposal in response to the Department of Defense (DOD) 
Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs in Prostate Cancer Research 
Program (PCRP), Collaborative Undergraduate HBCU Student Summer Training 
Program Award. The INCITE (Increasing the Number of Cancer Investigators Through 
Education & Research) program will provide a mechanism to increase the participation of 
minorities in the medical physics field through the strong partnership between the University 
of Pennsylvania Medical Center and Hampton University. Four students will be selected to 
participate in the intensive summer program to give the students a look into all aspects of 
prostate cancer research through coursework, didactic training, clinical training, research 
projects and seminars. INCITE will give students a well rounded picture of the career 
opportunities available. 

 
• Medical Physics with Africa 

There is an ongoing effort to develop medical physics in Africa spearheaded by P. Guèye. 
The program was presented at the 2006 World Congress in Medical Physics and 
Biomedical Engineering in Seoul, Korea. The program will be implemented jointly with 
the University Cheikh Anta Diop (Dakar, Senegal) and a forthcoming multidisciplinary 
research facility to be built in Senegal for the African continent. Both South Africa and 
Senegal are in discussions to unify their efforts in this. A follow-up was done at the 2008 
NSBP conference. P. Guèye participated in a recent workshop held in Cameroun on July 
7-11. A joint Senegal-Cameroun initiative is now in the work in collaboration with the 
International Educational Activities Committee and the African Affairs Sub-Committee. 
 
In regards to WMRSC, the connection lies in the potential to train medical physicists in 
third world countries on the African continent, thus reducing the brain drain in the 
associated countries, and provides a training environment for minorities in the US. There 
is also a plan to organize a Medical Physics in Africa session at the 2009 AAPM meeting. 
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• 2008 SACNAS meeting 

NSHP has geared to another level to elevate its influence in the Hispanic community. An 
approved Medical Physics session at the forthcoming 2008 Society for Advancement of 
Chicanos and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS) is to be held on October 9-12, 
2008 in Salt Lake City, Utah. This conference usually regroups about 2,000-3,000 
attendees. Medical Physics has never been represented there. A. Gonzales is spearheading 
this effort. 
 

• Medical Physics Journal 
Similar to the recent AIP/APS initiative to provide free access to minority institutions, as 
of September 10, 2008, AAPM has now officially offered free online access of its 
Medical Physics Journals to all minority institutions and African countries. 
 

• Statistics 
To assess the basis of minorities and women in the medical physics field, a WMRSC 
request to add a question on gender and minority status on the salary survey was 
approved by the AAPM Board during the 2008 annual meeting. 
 


