	Reported by (Name):


	Eugene Lief, Ph.D.

	Organization: 


	European Federation of Organizations for Medical Physics Education & Training

	Position Title:


	EFOMP liaison

	Activity:


	Attending EFOMP Annual meeting as a part of International Congress of Medical Physics (ICMP).

	Meeting Dates:


	September 1-4, 2013

	Meeting Location:


	Brighton, UK

	Payment $:


	Travel expenses and registration $2966.96

	Reasons for Attending or not Attending


	To deliver a poster presentation on AAPM website development, meet with EFOMP leadership and get their input. To coordinate future Educational activities, such as ISEP courses with IOMP and EFOMP. To set up the process of preparing a Memorandum of Understanding with EFOMP.

	Issues from Previous Meetings or Year:


	Continuation of previous collaboration of AAPM and EFOMP. The previous liaison, Herbert Mower, Ph.D. introduced me to EFOMP leadership.

	General Description of Activities of the Organization and/or Meeting:


	1. EFOMP leadership welcomed me as a new liaison and brought up an issue of a Memorandum of Understanding as a way of doing business. This memorandum reflects globalization of Medical Physics and serves the interests of the European Federation of Organisations for Medical Physics (EFOMP) and the American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM) in information exchange, setting common practice standards, planning activities, uniform educational goals, and other similar purposes. 

This document is the first agreement between the parties and establishes the roadway for trans-Atlantic Medical Physics collaboration in the future. The goal of the MoU is to formalise the collaboration between AAPM and EFOMP, with the intention of enhancing the relationship between both societies. We are starting with simple realistic goals with the plan of expanding collaboration to other areas of mutual interest. 

This document will be in effect for 3 years renewable upon mutual agreement. Each society will meet its own costs for implementing the memorandum.

The first step in the collaboration will establish free flow of information between EFOMP and AAPM. The websites of the two organisations will have links cross-referencing each other. Topics of mutual interest will include (but not be limited to) the following:


-Upcoming conferences. Both societies have web pages with this information. The two societies will coordinate and cross-link the contents of those pages. In particular, we will mirror the information on future conferences, symposia, and educational events on each other’s websites.


-Educational resources. Both societies have links to conference materials and lectures which will be cross-referenced and potentially available to members of both societies on the reciprocity basis. Details of such availability for members-only materials have to be discussed between both parties.


-Newsletter distribution. EFOMP produces a frequent EFOMP Newsletter and a biannual European Medical Physics News report. These are currently circulated electronically and can also be accessed via the website. EFOMP and AAPM shall consider a reciprocal arrangement for exchanging news and distributing them electronically to members of both societies or providing web links allowing to download the material. 

Another aspect of the collaboration will be to organize joint sessions at each other’s society meetings. The two societies believe that it would be beneficial to arrange joint sessions at EFOMP and AAPM Annual meetings where practicable. These sessions could be on professional, educational, or scientific topics. Professional and educational presentations will promote joint practice standards and educational goals. AAPM is currently considering adding an International Professional Symposium as a permanent part of the Annual Meetings Program.

AAPM will inform EFOMP and seek its collaboration as appropriate of any planned courses, conferences and teaching events in Europe where AAPM might be involved, so that the National Member Organisations of EFOMP are made aware of such events and are able to provide appropriate support in advance as needed. 

Since both societies have different Working Groups operating in various fields of Medical Physics, a third important aspect of collaboration will include interaction between these Working Groups. It is important to open up activities to members of both societies and to produce, as appropriate, joint documents. These documents will take into account the different regulations and idiosyncrasies between the U.S.A. and EU and will follow each societies’ rules regarding approval by AAPM and EFOMP. These documents will be published bearing the logos of both societies.

The Chair of the AAPM Science Council and the Chair of the EFOMP Science Committee shall collaborate on scientific matters of mutual interest of both organisations. Similarly, the Chair of the AAPM Educational Council and the Chair of the EFOMP Education and Training Committee shall liaise with each other on educational activities. The Work Group on Implementation of Cooperative Agreements between the American Association of Physicists in Medicine and other National and International Medical Physics Organizations (WGNIMP) will provide support as requested by the AAPM Liaison to the EFOMP.


All joint activities shall be in accordance with the regulations and policies of EFOMP and AAPM. 

        2. Meeting with IOMP leadership brought up an issue of coordinating of AAPM ISEP educational courses with IOMP, IAEA, and EFOMP, if the course is in Europe. This coordination will make sure that all organizations have an opportunity to present their approach to establishing professional medical physics ties with developing countries.
          3. Development of AAPM International website will promote better communication with colleagues from different countries.

	Issues for AAPM:


	1. To approve MoU with EFOMP
2. To coordinate 2014 and future ISEP courses with IOMP, IAEA, and regional organizations (in particular, EFOMP, if the course is held in Europe).
3. Continue developing International website by newly created International Information Subcommittee.

	Budget Request ($):


	$3,500 to accommodate significantly higher registration fees.


